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To manage and mitigate soil erosion/sedimentation during construction activities (involving minor 
civil/earthworks) the following steps must be undertaken and controls implemented where required. 

Step 1: Follow the process below, make sure to: 

1. Plan - Assess the soil and water risks present or potential on the worksite, prior to commencement of 
the work, 

2. Minimise - area disturbed/exposed, Stabilise/rehabilitate disturbed areas progressively, 
3. Conserve -  topsoil/spoil/gravel where required for re-use, 
4. Control - Water flow around and through site and sediment controls, 
5. Maintain - Inspect and maintain all controls through the life of the project until site is stable i.e. 

minimum 70% cover established protecting the soil. Remove controls only once the site is stabilised. 

 

Step 2: implement the following mitigation measures where required 

Site Plans: 

 For excavation works <250m2 of disturbed area, a site plan may not be required. 
 Where works are >250m2 or varied (e.g. excavation + concreting + stockpiling) compile an 

environmental site map/plan (such as a Site Environmental Plan (SEP) or ESCP) showing (as a 
minimum): 

- North Point, 
- Soil and water risks (e.g. disturbed areas, limit of works, water-flow/fall, receiving waters), 
- Access/egress routes and works locations, 
- Parking, laydown areas and stockpiles, type of erosion and sediment controls (when they are to be 

used), and 
- Concrete washout location. 
- Location and details of erosion and sediment controls 

 Seek advice from Transgrid HSE if the work requires a Site Plan or ESCP. 
 If works will disturb an area >2500m², involve sediment basins, works in riparian areas or larger scale 

stormwater works, contact your Environmental Business Partner, as  a specific design/plan may be 
required. 

Stockpiles: 

 Excess spoil must be stockpiled and stabilised to minimise erosion (such as covering or compacting). 
 Locate stockpiles clear of drainage and steep areas. Ensure they are protected from erosion and do not 

encroach upon any waterway, footpath, nature strip or road. 
 Waste spoil must be classified and disposed of in accordance with EPA requirements and Transgrid’s 

Waste Management Procedure/Spoil Management Work Instruction. 
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Sediment Management: 

 Sediment filters should be used where there is a risk of sediment entering drainage structures or 
migrating off site. 

 Remove collected sediment ASAP and dispose to prevent re-mobilisation (you can reuse, stockpile or 
dispose of). 

 Control vehicle access/egress to prevent tracking of material onto paved surfaces/roads, particularly 
during wet weather or when the sites are muddy. Where sediment is on hard surfaces it must be 
removed by means other than washing. 

Access: 

 Reduce access on unformed roads during or after rain. 
 Stabilise unformed access routes if heavy damage is anticipated. Where required, new access routes, 

driveways and parking areas must be stabilised with suitable capping material as soon as possible after 
their formation. 

Site Stabilisation: 

 Stabilise surfaces to original condition or as designed. 
 All disturbed areas where works are complete must be progressively stabilised so that within 60 days 

no completed areas remain exposed to potential erosion damage. 

Erosion Management: 

 Minimising erosion will decrease sediment loads and confine soil disturbance to the work site only 
(including stockpiles).  

 Limit ground disturbance to 2-4m beyond the limit of excavations where possible. 
 Avoid concentrating water flow (where possible). 
 Avoid directing water over batters. 
 Disturbed areas that are inactive or shut down for more than 20 days (works may continue later) must 

be stabilised to prevent erosion. Measures should be put in place to achieve 70% ground cover (or 
equivalent). 

For works involving the use of concrete: 

 Agitator washout is not permitted on Transgrid sites, ‘flick wet wiping’ of chutes only; residual concrete 
must be returned to the supplier. 

 Install a sealed receptacle on site to allow for residues from chutes. Concrete may be discharged into 
prepared excavations/formwork or designated waste receptacles only. 

Monitoring:  

 All controls must be inspected and maintained regularly (min weekly) and/or after 10mm of rain. 
 Weekly Inspections must be documented. 
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